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Who dare a Combat with the Devil try, 

Are often vanquiſh'd by a Woman's Eye ; 

Who from learn'd Schools, and hot Diſputings come, 
Are by a Woman's Preſence, ſtricken Dumb. 
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TO THE 
Wor Thy LADIES 
O F 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


Hen every little Whiffler, as ſoon 
as a few Hairs begin to bud upon 
his Chin, prides himſelf in the 


| Title of Man, Lords it over our 
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ment as we daily meet with, that we may no 

, longer give Pre-eminence to ſuch vain, thought- 
leſs, and ungovernable Animals, as Men of 
what Denomination ſoever. 

Cornelius Agrippa, indeed has been ſo juſt 
as to give us the Pre- eminence in a little Treas 
tiſe of the 'Nobleneſs and Excellency of the Fe- 

nale Sex, in the Latin Tongue, from whence 
I have borrowed ſeveral Hints, eſpecially under 
bez Firſt Heads of this Eſſay. A2 Bur 
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(iv) 


But, Ladies, before I enter upon the Blazon- 


ing of our own Worth, give me leave to ex- 


amine into this Male Creature, and find if it 
be poſſible, what makes him ſo proud of his 


Sex. And firft is it his Name? Man, he ſays, 
is the Head of the Creation; I grant it, but 
J hope, he will allow the Name Man to be 
Equivocal ; that Man is both Male and Female, 
and often uſed in Scripture to denote both 


Sexes, ſo that he can get nothing by that Ar- 


gument, for it does not prove the Man to be 
the Head; but if any Thing, that Woman is 
upon the level with him. 

But is it his curious Shape, and Beautiful 
Countenance ? Why truly, Ladies, take but a 
View of his charming rough Face, and you 
muſt certainly be enamour'd with it; O! 
how manly it looks, ſpread over with fine 
briſtly Hairs, as ſoft as a ſcrubbing Bruſh ; 
and were he to let them grow. to a-natural 
Length, how much would he reſemble that 
lovely Creature a Bear, or ſome other of thoſe 


pretty Brutes that are made for him to play 


withal. Well, if this be it he ſo prides him- 


ſelf in, let him pleaſe his own Fancy; I'll give 


you my Word never to envy him that Hap- 
pineſs. | | 
But he is very Learned and Wiſe, he has 
trac'd the Footſteps of Wiſdom, and is acquaint=- 
ed with all the wiſe Men from the Beginning 
of the World. And now Ladies, I hope, you 
will not pretend to be upon the Level with 
him, but keep a becoming Diſtance, and ad- 
mire his profound Skill. You muſt prepare 

your 
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| (v) 
your” ſelves to be taught from his Mouth, and 
he will tell you with abundance of Gravity, 
that Piety aud Virtue are true Wiſdom, that 
nothing is ſo amiable and lovely, as thoſe 
two Ladies, and that he has a mighty Reſpett 
and Vine ation for them. And lure no one 
will Queſtion that, who ever read of the charm- 
ing Graces of Nero Court; not to mention 
ſome more modern, which Fave not fallen 
very ſhort of being paraliel to That? Piety 
and Virtue are ever in the Mouth of Man; 
their Names are always at Hand upon every 
Occaſion, but as for their Perſons, he is fo 
ſatisfied of their great Value, and ſo conſcious 
of his own unworthineſs, that he takes Care 
never to approach too nigh, or preſume to 
make himſelf Familiar with them. In ſhort, 
he praiſes in his Diſcourſe, and recommends 
to the Publick, what he himſelf never intends 
to put in Prattice. 

Would it not ſurfeit one to hear Men dictate 
with ſuch affected Gravity, thoſe Precepts they 
themſelves never follow ? Is it not enough to 
put one out of conceit with Yi-rue its ſelf, 
when ſuch Advocates plead her Cauſe ? To hear 
a Glutten, Or a common Drunkard tell us *tis Wil- 
dom to obſerve the Golden Rule, and to fl 
Extreams, muſt certainly work a wonderful 
Reformation in the Minds of an Audience, 
who are fully convme d of their Practices. Is 
it not a Maxim that Examp'e goes before Precept? 
And with what Face then can that Wiſe, 
Leirned, p ious, and I wiſh I could ſay modeſt 
Generation, rail at our chatting away an Hour 


or 
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| (vi) | 
or two at the Tea Table, while they ſpend whole 


and Burgundy, till the Cock crows and after: 
I wh they return'd Home as ſober from their 
Nightly Aſſignations, as we do from that Mo- 
deſt and Innocent Diverſion. How can they 
without a Bluſh, correct the Wideneſs of our 


. Petticoats, whilſt they ſweat under the op- 


prefling Loads of their borrow'd Hair that 
covers their Heads, and are ſo undecently 
long : and whilſt the Breadth of their Hats 
may as juſtly be accounted Ridiculous as the 
moſt extravagant Size of our ſpreading 


Hoops. 

I is not my Deſign to condemn all Man- 
kind, any more than to vindicate every per- 
ticular Perſon of my own Sex; for I muſt con- 
feſs there are ſome Good Men, as well as Vitious 


Women. But can we call them Wemen, when 


they thus degenerate ? No, they are Monſters 
rather, and unworthy to bear either Our Name, 
or Shape; who by their looſe and immodeſt Be- 
haviour, have deſervedly render'd themſelves 
as well the Scorn of all Modeſt Men, as the 
Scandal of their own Sex. 

But Lewd and Baſe as they are, 'tis Barba- 
rous and Inhuman in Men to upbraid them with 
thoſe Crimes to which they were firſt enſnared 
by that Sex; they once were Innocent and H. 
py, and might have continued fo ſtill, had not 
treacherous Men deceiv'd them. What Wiles 
do they uſe ! What Snares do they lay! What 
Temptations do they throw before us] What 
Flotteries do they Addreſs us with! With what 

__ Gloſks 


: | 
Nights o'er the Bottle, and ſwim 1n Florence 17 
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(vi) ” 
whole 3loſſes do they guild over their baſe Deſigns ! 
ere1cFDo they not by their ſubtile Arguments dreſs 
fter ?N p Vice in the Garb of Vertue, and put a Mask 


their pon her Face? Whilſt we, not ſo deeply 


- Mo-Wread in Deceit as they, are unable to perceive 
oy he Fallacy ; being Innocent our ſelves, and 
our 


did of any Deſign, we ſuſpett no foul play, 


* OP- Wand fo the Impoſture paſſes undetected in coun- 
that Iterfeit Trappings. O Ladies | Shun the Con- 
ntly Nverſation of ſuch Men; baniſh the Shameleſs 
Hats retch from your Preſence, who dares defile 
the your Ears with an immodeſt Expreſſion ; fly 
ding him as you would the Plague; for tis a gene- 


ral Maxim with that Sex, that She who will 
iſten to an obſcene Tale, will ſoon be drawn to a lewd 
Embrace. 

"Tis true, indeed, however we behave our 
ſelves, we cannot avoid the Scandal of ſome 


Man- 
per- 
con- 
tious 


hen WW Mer, who believe it as impoſſible to find a Chaſt 
ſter 5s Woman as a Black Swan; but where's the Won- 
ame, der, when they judge as uncharitably of their 


own Sex? Theſe vile Creatures term the Ver- 
tuous proud and ill- natur'd; they report them 
as lewdly inclin'd as the worſt ; only ſay they, 
the haughty Conceit they have entertain'd of 


ſerv'd; but if it were worth while to purſue 
them cloſely, they would be found as eaſy, 
forward, and complyable, or to uſe their own 


les Monſters as they are, out of pure Malice, boaſt 

hat of Favours they never receiv'd, wound their 

— Reputation, and blaſt their Good Name to re- 
a 


venge themſelves for the juſt Reſentment they 
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their own Deſerts, makes them ſtiff and re- 


Words, as very Women as any. Nay, they will, 


have ſhewn of their unworthy Deſigns. But 
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But, alaſs ! Our Fate is harder ſtill, for ev 
ſome of our own Sex are us uncharitable in the 
Cenſures, as the Men, who condemn the moi 
Innocent Freedom, as down-right Impudenceſ 
and ſtrain the moſt modeſt Expreſſions to 
lewd Signification. Theſe Prims are not pleas'® 
with our Behaviour, unleſs we walk in Query 
like the Grave Spunjard; and move, as thoug 
we were wound up by Clock-work, caſt ou 
Eyes upon the Ground, and look as demure a 
a Prude at a Ciriſtning. Lis much to b 
feared, that ſuch Cenſorious Perſons are nol 
over Honeſt themſelves, and therefore endea 
vour by Preciſeneſs, which isthe Counterfeit o 
Modeſty, to hide their want of the Real Vertue 
Therefore we may juſtly ſay with the Poet i 


Philaſter, or Love lies a Bleeding, 


Where may a Maiden live ſecurely free, 
Keeping her Honour ſafe ? Not with the Living, 
They feed upon Opinions, Errors, Dreams, 
And make 'ein Truths : They draw a Nouriſhment 
Out of Defamings. grow upon Diſgraces ; 
And when they ſee a Vertue fortify'd 
Strongly above the Battery of their Tongues, 
O how they caſt to ſink it! and defeated, 
(Soul-fick with Poiſon) ſtrike the Monuments 
Where noble Names lie Sleeping till they Sweat, 
'Till the cold Marble Sweat 
However, Ladies | Let not theſe Impedi- 
mentsdeter us from purſuing the pleaſant Paths 
of Vertue; let us follow that Glorious Sun, 
whoſe Courſe the darkeſt Clouds cannot ſtop, 
let us fo trace her Footſteps (ſcorning to re- 
gard the Envious Detractions, and Baſe Suſpi- 
cions of looſe Wantons, or formal Hypecrites) 
that we may become Bright and Illuſtrious Ex- 
amples, worthy the Admiration and Imitation 


of ſucceeding Ages. THE 
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O THE 


ould-be-Wits of the World, 

who are continually venting 
their Spleen againſt the FAIR 
S EX. 


ing, 


hment 


R your Good Manners to Our 
REES) Sex, muſt undoubtedly Merit that 
rie, if it be poſſible you can 
| have Temper enough to bear a Mo- 


man, who ſpend your Lives in con- 


ſtop, . tinual War with us, have Patience, 
re- liſten to me, who addreſs you in Bebalf of the 
1ſpi- Whole Sex; but don't fear my Deſign is to wheedle 
utes) Nou into 4 Peace, no, we dare your utmoſt Malice, 
Ex- laugh at your fruitleſs Rage; for we are fatis- 
tion Ss A CES. 
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(x) 
fied, that Men of Sence will never leſſen their Eſteem 
of us for your Snarling; and as for your good Opinion 

o far are we from endeavouring to obtain it, that 
we ſhould think the Worſe of our ſelves, if you ſpoke 
well of us; ſo that I may juſtly compare you to the 
Dogs barking at the Moon, you, like them, may tire 
your ſelves, and tear your Throats, yet never Eclipſe 
our Glory. 


But to deal plainly, (which perhaps you'll think 
impoſſible for a Woman) my Deſign is to let you ſee, 
how unjuſtly you condemn us for imaginary Crimes, 
you accuſe us of Pride, Diſdain, Inconſtancy, 


with a long et cxtera, when tis only the Reflection 


of your own 1dle Fancies, If we are Courteous 
and Affable, you term us Fond, and eaſily won; 
If mere reſerved, we are Proud, Haughty, and 
Diſdainful; IF Brisk and Airy, we are Hoydens, 
Romps and Wantons ; If Grave and Sober, the 
lll Sow is trumpt up; If we anſwer you with a 
Courage, we are Pert and Impudent ; If Meelly 
and with a Baſhful Countenance, we are Silly and 
Sheepiſh ; If we lock upon you with Indifference, 


we are Rude and Unmannerly ; I we uſe you Ci- 
villy, you vainly conclude we are in Love, and like 


Fools laugh at the Conceit of your own Brains ; 
and if we receive the Addreſſes of another, the 
whole Sex are to be hunted down, with an Out 

of Fickleneſs and Inconſtancy, as boldly as if 
we had ſworn Fidelity, In a Word, it is poſſible 
ro hit your whimſical Humours, were we ſo mad as 
to deſire it. BE *\ 


But 


>= Q => Vo 


—_ Cv «. 6 2 22 


(xi) 

But ſuppoſe I ſhould allow ſome of our Sex are 4* 
proud, Diſdainful and Inconſtant as you report 
All to be, whoſe Fault is it Pray? Is it not your 
own? Did not your Worſhips flatter them into 4 vain 
Conceit of their extraordinary Merit ? How often 
have you compared them to the Sun, Moon, Stars, 
and even perſwaded every one of them, that ſhe is the 
Phoenix of her Sex ? That ſhe only deſerves to 
rule the Univerſe ? That She's tov valuable a Trea- 
ure to be poſſeſs'd by one Man, but born to be Queen 
of her Sex, and to make many happy with her Fa- 
vours? Nay, you have made them Goddeſſes and 
Angels, and paid them Adoration with ſuch an 
awful Reverence and Hypocritical Humility, as 
would out-wheedle the Devil himſelf, as cunning as 
he 15, 


In ſhort, ſo much Flattery is enough to corrupt 4 
Saint. How much more then a Young Woman, 
Innocent, Unguarded, and a Stranger to your Treach- 
erous Dealings ? She believes you all as ſincere, open, 
and undiſguiſed as her Self. She conſiders not that 
the whole Deſign of ſuch extravagant Praiſes and 
counterfeit Humility are only to work your ſelves 
into her good Opinion, and to decoy her into the Snare 
that is laid to ruin her Honour and Reputation. 
And where's the Wonder, having once entertain'd 
ſuch an Opinion of ber ſelf, if ſhe becomes Haughty, 
Scornful and Fickle ? tis but the Conſequence of 
the Leſſon you taught her. 


But above all Things, who would think you could 
condemn our Sex of Hypocriſy, and double Deal; 
a 2 ing, 


(x) 
ing, when your own Lives are one toutinued Serie 
of Diflimulation ? The Meaning, I ſuppoſe, is thi: d 
| you fancy your Finical Airs ſo taking, and your wellfſpto 
ſhap'd Perſons ſo amiable, that it is impoſſible amſfet 
Woman ſhould have Power to refift the Charms of 
your Converſation, (for I am ſatisfied many of you 
have Vanity enovgh to think ſo) and therefore, : 
becauſe you find the Generality of our Sex, are too 
Wiſe to regard your ſmooth Tales, which l:ke the 
Syren's Songs, lead to. Deſtruction, you ſwear we are 
in Love with you, however we diſguiſe it with a 
ſeeming Diſdain; for Women ſay you are to bell 
read backwards; they are the very Reverſe of 
what they ſeem to be ; they are as deceitful as 
Crocodiles ; they are all Hypocrites ; thus 
you rave upon a Diſappointment, and endeavour to 
make the World believe, that ſhe who is too Wiſe 
and Honeſt to be caught by your artful Speeches, is 
| | no better than a private intreaguing Sinner, who grant: 
| thoſe Favours to others, which ſhe denies you, 
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Barbarous and Inhumane Monſters, are there no 
1 Swords or Piſtols, nothing to dgſpatch us at once, 
91 but muſt you rob us of what is dearer than Life ! 

j \ Much more merciful would it be, to ſend us out of 
the World than to take that from us, without which 
4 to live is it ſelf a Burthen, for what Torment can be 
4" greater than to linger out our Days under the heavy 

Oppreſſiom of Infamy and Scandal? If a Woman falls 
| i into your Snares, ſo cruel and unjuſt are you, that 
1 it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould ever retrieve her Character, 
you can find an hundred Excuſes to extenuate the 
Crimes of your own Sex, you call them Slips, Tricks 

1 ; as | g of 
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| ( xiii ) 
ed Serie Youth, Heat of young Blood, or the lle, 
» bs thi: hd ſuch an one has no more to do, than to take a Trip 


your melſſiro the Country, or a Voyage at moſt, and upon his 
ſible aneturn, put on a demure Countenance, carry an 
harms offir of Gravity, and alls forgiven and forgotten 4 
y of you he's become a mighty ſober Man! his wild 
erefore, hats are ſown, and he'll make the better Hus- 
are tooand, now he has had his Swing, and has ſeen 


lite theſis Folly. But if a Woman, decoy'd by the Hat- 
we are ry and ſubtile Arguments of Treacherous Men, 
with eps the leaſt awry, the Whole World muſt ring with 
to be, it's an indelible Blot in her Scuteheon, not to be 
erſe of 
ful as 
> thus e upbraided with their M. ther's Misfortune >, no 
our to (Excuſes are ſought for her, no Pity can be afforded to 
o Wiſe ¶ ruin d Woman, but the Fault is exaggerated with 
bes, is Witter Expreſſions and Railings againſt the Whole Sex, 
grant: Ney are all immediately condemn'd of Lewdneſs 

nd Wantonnels ; and the moſt reſer vd, modeſt, 

ober, devout Life, can never repair her loſt Repu- 
re no Nation; ſhe is a Publick Mark to be pointed at all her 
once, WMLife-Time, and becomes, O Inhumane! a By-Word, 
tfe ! ren amongſt ſome of her own Sex, whilſt ſhe is ing 
ut of led by the Men. The Baſe Diſſembler in the 
hich Wear time, who betray'd her, Glories in his Villany, 
n be Wind Laughs at her Credulity; and you never think 
*avy e Worſe of him, but the Incarnate Devil is p- 
falls Wt'auded, and hugg'd amongſt you, as if Hipocriſy 
that Wirſervd a Saintihip. A Glorious Conqueſt indeed 
Fer, Wccoming ſuch baſe daſtardly Heroes. 


piped out by Time, for it even perſues her after 
eath, and contrary to all Faſtice, the very Children 
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Happen d one Day a Traveller to meet; 


(xi) 

And nom, perhaps, you may fancy me to be one of, 
your caſt off Miſtreſſes, who having been bubbled ij 
Your Fair Promiſes, aſſert what you call our unconteſt 
ed Right, and Rail; but I can aſſure you I never m. | 
gull d by any of You, for I always too much deteſteſ 
your fulſome Flatteries, to be enſnuared by your ſpeciou 
Pretences; and if all Women had as mean au Opinio 
of you as my ſelf, they would not dain to hold con 
verſe with ſuch ſneaking, flattering, fawning 
Fops ; Fellows who can cring and creep like Spaniels 
till you have gain d your Ends, and then are a; 


ſurly as Maſtives z And ſo I leave you to ſuarl and 


growl among your ſelves, and vent jour fruitleſt| 
Spleen upon your humble Servant unknown, making| 


bold to conclude with the following Lines. 


For Shame ye ſnarling Criticks all forbear, 
With envious Satyrs to attack the Fair ; 
Scrible no more your Doggrel Wit to ſbem, 
But give what's juſtly to our Virtue due; 
With high Encomiums you your own Sex! 
[ praiſe, 
Whilſt We who Merit are deny'd the Bays. 
Would qou each Sex in equal Ballance weigh, 
Woman's Superior Worth u’ gain the 
[ Day. 
Bat give me leave a Fable to relate, | 
Which will the Caſe between us rightly State, 


A Lyon ranging in a Forreſt great, 
Long 
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( xv ) 
ong Time there has Contention been ſays he, 
mixt Men and Lyons, who the ſtrongeſt be, 
ow we are met let us the Cauſe decide; 


he Man affrighted, trembling thus reply'd ; 


Vn ſhould we two, for ſuch a Triffle Strive, 


ome, go with me, and &er that we arrive 

nto the City, I will plainly ſhow, 

Ian ſtrength Superior; let it then be ſo, 
nſwer'd the Lyon; and far they had not gone, 


Before they ſaw a Figure carv'd in Stone; 


| * 12 whoſe Feet a Lyon lay: 


he Traveller crys what have you now to ſay ? 


ou ſee a Lyon here d erceme in Fight, 


hich proves that Man is of Superior Might. 


Reply'd the Lyon, 
ould Lyons carve in Stone you then ſhould 


[ ſee, 


t Bottom Man, at Top the Lyon be. 


o let our Sex be unto Learning bred, 
tke you in Liberal Sciences be read ; 
one ſhort Age the Preſs from our keen Wit, 


ould out-ſhine All that Men have ever Mrit. 


Women zow, ſo Men ſhould trucłle then, 


veneath the Laſhes of each Female Pen. 


WOMAN 


WOMAN TRIUMPHANT: 
Or, the Excellency of the 


FEMALE OE X; 


ASSERTED, Oc. 


AN was created Male and Female, 
with Souls endowed with the like 
Qualities, and equal Hopes of ar- 
riving at the Perfection of Happi- 
neſs. But in all other Things, (ſave 
only the Soul, in which they are 
no Wayes Inferior) the Fair Sex 
re vaſtly Superior. I can call a Cloud of Wit- 
zefſes to the Truth of this Aſſertion, both from 
acred and Profane Writers, as well as the daily 
onfeſſion of Men both in Word and Practice; 
nd if the He- Criticks of the Age will permit 
je without too mach Snarling, I ſhall do it urder 
he following Heads; In diſcuſſing of which, I do 
ot doubt to make out the Pre-emmcrice of the 
adies, to the general Satisfaction, and the no 
els Glory of them * 


(2) 
The Arguments I ſhall inſiſt upon, are take 
from the Conſideration of the Ine in whic: 
Woman Was created, of the Name and Materia 
of which ſhe was fram'd. And I add to the: 
their innumerable Yirtues, their Piety, thcir 
Chaſtity, their Courage, Conduct and Prudence, with 
a long Catalogue more, which I may, perhaps, 
think of hereafter; I doubt not but to deſerv: 
the Character of a Champion of my Sex, and th} 
Dyck for the Ladies. 
Io begin then, and orderly with the Firſt. H. 
man was made after Man; and was the finiſhing 
Stroke of the Creation. It is the Obſervation of 
one of their owz Sex, and a Philoſopher to boot that 
in the Order of Nature we ſhall find the meaneſf 
Things were made firſt ; as Minerals, after Vege. 
tables, Plants, Trees, Reptiles, then other Species 
MI of the Claſs of Animals; and laſtly were created 
two Men in the likeneſs of their MAKER, and 
il bearing his Image, the Male firſt, and after him 
Sil: the Female, in which a perfect Microcoſm was 
I concluded; The Heavens, the Earth with all the 
10h Beauties of them both. And here the wiſe CREA. 
JO reſted, reſolving nothing ſhould tranſcend 
that Nature here on Earth, which he has dignified 
both with His own Stamp and Superſcription, and 
then which nothing under Heaven can be found 
more excellent, according to the incomparable 
Milton, in his 8th Book of Paradiſe loſt. 


O Faireſt of Creation laſt and beſt, 
Of all God's Works, Creature in whom excell'd, 


Whatever can to Sight or Thought be form'd, 
. Holy, Divine, Good, Amiable or Sweet. . 
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* Time when created. 


Who 


take: ( 3 ) 

whicYl Who then can deny Woman to be the Mer 
teri WMijece of the Creation, and (being the Laſt) without 
theſ hom the World it ſelf had been Imper fect? 

thci + If the Names of Things among the Ante- Dilu- 


» Wit; 7s were uſually taken from their Natures, the 
_ PMame of Woman will give her the Pre-eminence 3 
TICI Ve 


or as Adam denotes an Earthly Corſtitution, 10 
Bre is Life and Vigour, and according to that Ety- 
zology, We have a fair Argument to prove that 


d the 


i 1 „nan as far exceeds Man, as Animals do Inani- 
iſhing rates, or as Organized Bodics are preferrable to 
. nſzlels Clods ;, tobe to Darkneſs, or the bright 
t that 


Bzams of the Sun to the weak Glimmering of a 


eane): Hale. Some perhaps may accouat this Argument 
Vege· N Ridiculous, and of no Weight or Moment, but 

e f they pleaſe to conſider it a little, they will find 

reate 


hat it is of great Force, and authoriz'd by the 


» and Whily Practice of Divines ard Lawyers. 


'r him 


2 Was Wenuine Meaning, define and interpret, according 


ul the No the real Senſe and Siznification of the Words 
EA. hey have choſen to diſcourſe upon? And do not 
iſcend Niue Latter paſs their Judgment according to the 
* lain and natural Tenour and Force of Words, 
„an 


which are but the Names of Things) in Obliga- 
ions and Contracts? Nay, are they not both very 
arious in the Choice of their Words, and do they 
ot adapt them as near as poſlible to the very Na- 
ure of the Thing they would deſcribe ? In ſhort, 
f Names did not diſtinguiſh the different Nature 
pf Things, of what uſe would Speech be? Is it 
ot ſaid of Nabal, for 4s his Name is, ſo 1s he > 


hd 


Do not the Firſt enquire into the true and 


Nabal is bis Name, and Folly is with him; Astho' it 


wo 


* Name. 


B 2 had 
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(4) 
had been aid; Tis no Wonder to find the Man 
ſo. Fooliſh and Churliſh ;, for if you conſider hi 
Name, it is a ſufficient Teſtimony of his Nature. 

* Belides all this, methinks, the very Majeſtich 
Countenance, and graceful Beauty of warn, is 
another Proof of Her Super-excellence. She wa 
not form'd like Adam out of the groſs Earth! 
but was made of more refin'd Mold, of the Rik 
taken out of Adam. Neither need we prove this 
from ſacred Writ, ſince the Fair and Lovely Face 
of Females are a ſufficient Teſtimony ot its Truth] 
N to Alton in the 7th Book of Paradis 
loſt; 


The Rib he form'd and faſhion'd with his Handi 
Uader his forming Hand a Creature grew, 
Man like but different Sex; ſo lovely Fair 
That what ſeem'd Fair in all the World, ſeem'd now 
Mean, or in her ſumm'd up, in her contain'd, 
And in her Looks, which from that Time infus'd, 
Sweetnels iato my Heart unfelt before. 


Agua, | 
Grace was in all her Steps, HE AV EM in hn 
[ETE 

In every Geſture, Dignity, and Love. | 


Some Hiſtoriographers aſſure us, that God has 
ſtampt ſo much Majeſty on the Face of Man, that 
if he but fix his Eyes on thoſe of a Brute, be he 
never ſo wild and untam'd, the Beaſt is ſo aw'd as 
it were by the Faſcination of his Countenance, that 
he has not Power to touch him, but will hang 
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Beauty. Y 
ate | his 


TH, 

vis Tail, fawn upon him and lick his Feet; I ſhall 
ot give my ſelf the Trouble to ſearch into the 
Jature. Truth of this Notion ; but this I dare and will 
lzjeltic}Wflert, that * the quick piercing Eyes, the bright and 
man, iharming Viſages of Women, have gain'd more Con- 


he Man 
ider hi 


She waMWueſts than the greateſt Y/i&ors, even All that ever 
FarthMppcar'd in this Terreſtrial Globe: 

the Ri 

ove this rom Woman's Eyes, this Doctrine derive, 


hey ſparkle {till the right Promethean Fire; 
hey are the Books, the Arts the Academs, 
hat ſhew, contain, and nouriſh all the World. 
Love's Labour loſt, 
How often have ſome of their own Sex degene- 
ated from Humanity, and been more Cruel 
han the moſt ſavage Beaſts, and yet by the 
ot of a Woman, have been cool'd in the 
nidſt of their Rage, and from a monſtrous Savage- 
eſs ſoft'ned into an. awfull Reverence and 
teſpet ? For in ſhort, Nothing that is not perfect 
Brute, but muſt melt into Pity and Compaſſion, 
hen Beauty appears overwhelm'd with Sorrow; 
o bright are their Charms, that even clouded 
ith Grief, they wound to the very Heart, their 
yes are like- Baſlisks, and their Shafts like Death; 
or what is that aſtoniſhing Beauty that reigns 
deculiarly in our Sex, but a Spark. of Divine 
Lieht that Darts like light'ning thro' our refin'd 
old, and pierces them to theMarrow ? Is it not 
lowed by all- Men that Women are more ſoft: and 


ly Faces 
Truth. 
Paradis 


'd now, 


? 
infus'd, 


Vin he 
[ETYE, 


30d has 
n, that 


„ be he 


aw'd Render? Is not their Skin clearer and whiter, their 
ce, that oo more pleaſant, lively and ſtately ? Is there 
ill hangen Thing more Charming than their Faces? Behold 


heir Eyes bright and ſparkling, temper'd with an 


\ - 
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* Power: of their Eyes. 
his | 
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enliv'ning Gaiety and Sprightlineſs, their come! 

proportionable Mouth covered with two Lips out 
ſhining Rubies 3 within which (when they ſeen 
to favour their Admirers with a Smile) appear 
a ſet of Teeth exceeding the cleaneſt Ivory, rang': 
in molt exact Order; their Cheeks riſing to: 
comely height, red as the bluſhing Roſe, and fot: 
as the fineſt Down. How beautiful is that Dimple 
which graces their lower Lip, the Chin riſes with 
an exact Gradation, and in a comely Rounaneſs; 
add to this their long white Necks, their Breaſt, 
full and portly, with a riſing Cheſt ; their Voicd 
and Speech ſoſt, ſweet, and muſical; their Fingery 
long and ſlender; their Converſation fo pleaſant 
and entertaining; their Looks ſo engaging ; thei! 
Words ſo enchanting that they break their Way 
into the moſt obdurate Hearts, and reign therg 
with the moſt Deſpotick Sway. Their lofty and 
Majeſtick Gate, their modeſt and decent Deport4 
ment, their comely Geſture, and the whole Fornf 
and Shape of their Bodies, far exceeds the wholg 
Creation; ſo that there is nothing more worthy 
Admiration, nothing ſo exceedingly Charming; 
and whoever is not blind, or obſtinately bent t0 
diſcredit every Thing that is ſpoken in Favour 
of the Ladies, muſt certainly perceive that what: 
ever Things are Beautiful, whatever Things are 
Lovely and Agreeable, under the Copes of Heaven 
are as it were epitomiz'd and ſummid up in that 


one Creature V/Voman ;, and as Ogilby ſays, 


A comely Carriage, Youth and beautious Form, 
Take proudeſt Hearts, and enter without Storm. 


Tis for this Reaſon ſo much Love and Reverence 


is paid them, in the moſt endearing nn 


I 
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r comelyFis for this Reaſon, Men themſelves frequent- 
Lips out compare them to Angels, and extol their Beau- 
ey feenWul Form and Heavenly Temper ; and one honeſt 
_ appearM-ntleman among the reſt, being conſcious of 
y, rang r great Worth, has expreſt himſelf after this 
ing to anner, J : 
and fof | 

t DimplaH Man 1 am, fo Man I till would reſt, 

ies wire 1 would be, to be by VMVoman bleſt. 

undneſs; 

Dorn But what need is there of multiplying Words, 


hen all Men confeſs we are Superior in Beauty, 


rim e. d by way of Excellence, call us the Fair Sex; 
27 * d fo far are they from appropriating it to the 
le = ale, that if any of them have a Countenance 
IT .VVay 


ore fair or ſmooth than ordinary, he is ſaid to 
ave an Effeminate Look. 
After all, can we ſuppoſe that Women have 


gn there 
ofty and 


Deport4 ouls any Thing inferior to Men, when as I have 
le Formroved, their Bodies are of a more refin'd Nature? 
e Whol: that Man who is made of groſſer Earth, ſhould 
worthy 2 endow'd with a Soul Superior? Or will any 
2 an be fo ridiculouſly ſtupid, as to affirm, that 


old  rarified can be leſs Active and Lively than 
hemſelves ? Is it not on the contrary reaſonable 
Wo ſuppoſe, thatWomer are more penetrating in their 
nes ale ogement, quicker in Thought, in Reaſoning more 
Heaven&»til and cunning, in Diſputes more warm and vi- 
in that orous, ſeeing their Spirits are not loaded with ſuch 
jull and lampiſh Matter as the Men's. Is it not 
Mily ſeen, that Women are more Eloquent than the 
len? Are not their Words more moving, grace- 
ul, and perſwaſive? So that when neither Threats, 
Yromiſes, or the moſt flattering Addreſſes, penn'd, 
or ſpoken with all the Art the beſt Orator Ns 
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Favour 
at what: 


orm, 
torm. 
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Male Sex is capable of, can prevail, let but the 
Women open their Mouths, and they will ſoon} 
Charm them into a Conſent; and whatever they 
ask is granted, without Pauſe or Heſitation. Andi 
truly Nature it ſelf, ſeems to have taken a particu 
lar Care, that they who ſo well know how toll 
ule their Tongues, ſhould not want the Power; 
for it is rare that we meet with a dumb Woman z 
neither are they ſo frequently troubled with Impei 
diments in their Speech, but have as clear and au) 
dible an Utterance as can reaſonably be deſired, or 
wilh'd for, as many a poor Man knows to his Coſt. | 
* But beſides all theſe excellent Endow ments, 
Women are at the Head of all Virtue, as we ſhall 
find upon Examination, and Men at the Head off 
all Vice and Wickedneſs. How many Examples 
have we of Men denying their Faith at the Death : 
of Chriſt, but where is there one Wyman who 
ſo much as waver'd ? Did not all Vices enter into 
the World by Min? Who was firſt Guilty off 
Hatred, Revenge and Murder, was it not Cain? 
Who firſt introduc'd Incontinence, was it not 
Lamech with his two W ves ? Was not Noah the 
firſt Drunkard ? Nimrod the firſt Idolator and Ty- 
rant ? In a Word, was it not Man who betray'd 
his Lord and Saviour? Was he not accuſed, con- 
demned and crucified by barbarous and ingrateful 
Men? Have not all Hereſies, Schiſms and Apoſta- 
cies, been begun and propagated by. Men ? When 
do we hear of Women denying their Maker, or Re- 
deemer ? On the contrary, they have been Exem- 
plary for their Virtue. | 


— ___ 
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Virtue, 
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but thell When Chriſt was upon Examination and forſa- 
ill foonffen by all Men, who had he to plead for him, | 
er theyſikcept Pilate's Wife? Whea his Diſciples fled from | 
. AndiWn, he was accompanied to the Place of Executi- | 
articuW by Women; nay, they left him not, till he was | 
ow toWid in the Sepulchre, and even there theywent to 
Power it him; ſo great was their Love and Piety. 


'oman dd to this the many brave Examples of Women, 


1 Impe-MWho have laid down their Lives for the Faith. 

and au- Potamiena, ſuffer d at Alexandria; and ſo great 
red, ores her Chriſtian Patience, her Charitable and 
Coſt. orgiving Temper, that ſhe after Death appeared 
ments her Perſecutor Paſilidius the Preſident, and 
e ſhallfWhow'd him a Crown, which ſhe had beg d of God 
Tead ofr him, upon Condition he ſhould Believe; by 
tamples F hich Means he was converted. 


Death Yeneranda, a Virgin, ſuffered many horrid Tor- 
2 who Whents for the Faith; and yet when the Perſon, by 
er into {Wrhoſe Command ſhe underwent them, was made 
ty of ind by a Spark that flew out of the Pit wherein 
Cain? Ile was, ſhe reſtored his Sight, and he was convert- 
it not dd to the Faith. | 

ab the WW How many Examples of this Nature might be 
d Ty- produced! But Men will hardly think it worth 
tray'd heir while, to contend with us for a Virtuz, they 
» .con- Wave ſo little Inclination to Practice; and there- 
rateful {Wore I ſhall only add, that Nomen have been inſpir'd 
\poſta- rom Heaven, as Miriam, Anna, Elizabeth, cc. 
When end ſo proceed, in the next place, to give Inſtan- 
Yr Re- res of their Modeſty, Chaſtity and Conſtancy in 
Exem- onjugal Affections. 

* Judith, a Young, Rich and beautifulHidom, was 
ourted to a ſecond Marriage by the Chief Men 
of her Nation, and yet ſhe bravely reſolv'd, to 
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eg. * randy, cba, and cg. 
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Soldiers, that ſhe might aſliſt him and bear him 


Bravely as the moſt valiant Man there. 


( 10 ) 
- 

keep her Widowhood Chaſt, and kept her Reſo- 
lutions too, whatever thole Snarling Criticks may 
ſay, who compare Women to a Weather-Cock ; 
that is, never fixt. 

Suſanna, choſe rather to Die, than injure her 
Husband, and ſtands upon Record to the perpetu- 
al Glory of the Female Sex. 

When Julia, the Wife of Pompey, ſaw a Gown 
of her Husband's in which he had ſacrificed, ally 
Bloody, ſhe ſuppoſing he was ſlain, died immedi-W 


* 


N 


ately after. 

Triara, the Wife of Lucius Vitellius, Brother to 
Vitellius the Emperor, ſeeing her Husband in ai 
dangerous Battle, threw her ſelf in amongſt the 


Company as well in Death as Life, and Fought as 


The Wife of King Admetus, when her Hus- W 
band was very Sick, hearing the Anſwer of th: 
Oracle, which was, that he could not recover, un-. 
leſs one of his beſt Friends died for him, ſhe ſlew 
her ſelf. 

Paulina, the Wife of Ferdinando Gonzales, a Prince 
of Jraly, knowing that her Husband was Priſoner, 
and in danger of Death, ſhe went to viſit him, 
and putting on his Apparel, abode in his Place, whillt 
he made his Eſcape. And we have had lately an 
Example of this Nature from a Lady of our own 
Country, within theſe few Years. 

Paula, after her Husband's Death would not ſo 
much as eat with a Man, accounting her ſcarce 
worthy the Name of a Widow, who held Con- 
verſe with the coatrary Sex. 

Valeria, refuſing to Marry a ſecond Time, and 
being ask'd the Reaſon by her Friends, reply'd , 
Surius is always alive to me; ſhowing, that by 
r 
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(11 ) , 
er Husband was dead, the dear Remembrance 


Reſo- Ne retain'd of him, had left no room in her 


s mayMWzeart, to entertain another. 

Lock; /1artia, the Daughter of Cato Minor, after ſhe 
id long bewail'd her Husband's D-ath, being 

re herWsk'd when ſhe would ceaſe to Mourn, anſwer— 

rpetu· Na, when ſhe ceas'd to Live. How great was her 


ove, Whoſe Grief was fo laſting ! Shew me a 
Gown|Man that ever griev'd thus, for the moſt de- 
ed, allMcrving of our Sex; no, they drop a Tear or 
medi- wo at the Funeral, and then bury the Thoughts 
pf the firſt, in the Courtſhip of the next intend. 
ther tod Bride. 
d in 2 Biblia, being ask'd if ſhe did not nauſeate her 
aft the{Husband for his ſtinking Breath, anſwered very 
ar him{Wprudently, I thought thatall Men had had the ſame ;, 
ught as rhich was a ſevere R:primand to thoſe who ask'd 
er, and ſhow'd that ſhe was content with her 


r Hus- {Wiusband. 

of the How great was the Love of Eleanor, the Wife 
er, un- pf Edward the 11t of England, who preſerved the 
ne ſlewMife of her Husband, by ſucking the Poyſon out 


f the Wounds he had received from a treacher- 


x Prince Mous Saracen, (at the Holy War) who under the 


riſoner, Hretence of a ſecret M:fſige, being admitted to 
it him, {Wpeak with him alone, Stab'd him in three places 
„ Whilſt Writh a poyſondd Knife. 

tely an Multitudes of Examples of the like Nature might 


ur own e produced, but I ſhall only add upon this Hzad, 


he following Obſervations, the firit is, that Men 


' 
| not ſoFourt the Women, and not Women the Men; c 
r ſcarce MWvhich is a ſhrew'd token of the Baſhfulneſs of 
d Con- Ne one, and Boldneſs of the other: For Maids, if 


hey are ſo infortunate as to fall in Love, will rather 
hook to die, than declare it to the Perſon, fo 
great 


me, and 
reply'd 
that tho 

het 


(12) 
great is their Modeſty ; which Milton thus deſcri 
in the Perſon of Eve, Book the 7th. 


She heard me thus, and tho? divinely brought 
Yet Innocence and Virgin Modeſty, 

Hzr Virtue and the Conſcience of her Worth 
That would be woo'd, and not unſought be w 
Not obvious not obtruſive but retit'd, 

The more deſirable, or to fay all, 

Nature herſelf tho' pure of ſinful Thought, 
Wrought in her fo, that ſeeing me ſhe turn'd 
I followed her, ſhe what was Honour knew, 
And with obſequious Majeſty approv'd, 

My pleaded Reaſon. 


The Second is, that Men themſelves frequen 
appropriate Modeſty and 'Baſhfulneſs to the | 
males, acknowledging they are better acquaint 
with it; for if any Man is more Baſhful than 
dinary, they ſay, he is as 0 as a Maid. 

But to proceed in the next Place; how remat 
able is their Courage and Conduct! When Y 
men once take up the Sword, they never lea 
till they come off Conquerors. How many Examp 
have we of Men failing in their Attempts, a 
fly ing before their Enemies? But how rarely 
we meet with ſuch Examples, if any, of Vom 
They have bravely ventur'd their Lives for t 
publick Good. | 

How many memorable Battles were fous 
by the Amazonian Nomen? Hippolite the 
Queen dared to encounter even the great Th 
ſeus. 


tl 


Courage. 


Wiel 
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When Cleomenes King of Sparta had kill'd 7777 
yecians, and preſſed forward to beſiege the City 
Argos, the Poeteſs Teleſilla at the Head of 
brought. Me Argive YYomer ſtanding on the Bulwarks 
med, by their undaunted Valour and prudent 
- WorthWbnduR; defended the Walls, and beat back the 
it be wſhemy. They likewiſe drove out another King, 
I delivered their City from impending Danger. 
How many great and princely Actions Were 
ught, rformed by $:mirami;! How conſpicuous Was 
e turn'dr Wiſdom in Managing, and Bravery in Fight- 
knew, E! Upon her Column it is thus written; Na- 
, ure made me a Woman, yet I have not been In- 
erior to the moſt Valiant and Couragious of Man- 
ind. I held the Kingdom Etonius bounding on 
frequentMhe Eaſt of the River Hinnamamen, on the South 
to the Hf the Country which abounds with Frankincenſe 
acquaintWnd Myrrh; On the North the Saccha and Sog- | 
| than . No Body viſited the Ahrian Sea before me, | 
ud, ut I have ſeen Four Seas, which for their vaſt 
w remar{]Wength none durſt Approach; for who can with- b 
hen tand the Force of their violent Waves? I forced 
ever levers which Way I pleaſed, and have made 
Examp Herren Ground fertile with them. I have built 
mpts, aMWovincible Forts, I have cut my Way through 
rarely ¶ tubborn Rocks, I have ſtrewed thoſe Places 
VV onegvith Money, where wild Beaſts uſed to range, 
s for ind have had ſpare Time enough to beſtow on 
ly Self and Friends. _ 1 
re fouid not Ether put her Life in manifeſt Dan- 
lite th: to preſerve the Jews from a total Deſtru- 
;reat n with which they were threatned. 
Judith is chronocl'd for her undaunted Courage 
l Intrepidity ; ſhow me the Man that would 
t tremble at the very Thoughts of ſuch an ; 
terprize. A Woman accompanied with a 
W's dC Servant | 


us deſcril 
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liſts „ a D:cree being made by Montluc t 
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of his Camp, ſmote off his Head and convey 
it fo cleanly thro' the Guards, that it ama 
all Iſrael, and ſtruck a Terror on the Enemy. 
Joanna the. Daughter of a poor Shepherd 
mongſt other, brave and noble Actions, Kill 
ore Men with her own Hands in one g. 
tie. 

When Sienna was beſieged by the Jmper; 


Governor, that no one ſhould fail to be np 
the Guard in his turn, a Virgin, the Daught 
of a poor Man, perceiving her Brother, W. 
ſhould have been upon Duty, not able to g 
ſhe took his Morion, his Breeches, and Col| 
of Buff, and putting them on, with an Halbe 
on her Neck, ſhe mounted the Guard, paſli 
when the Liſt was read by her Brother's Nam 
and ſtood Centinel in turn, without being d 
covered 'till the Morning, and then was co 
ducted Home with great Honour. 
Three Squadrons. of Ladies, G2ntlewome 
and Citizens, (at this Siege) conſiſting of 300 
omen muſter'd with Piks, Shovels, Biskel 
and Bavins, and began the Fortifications. 
Many more Examples of their Courage, 
could produce, but what need is there wh: 
to ſeveral, Men it is ſo well known that th: 
would rather chooſe to meet an hungry Lig! 
than- a YY/oman- in her Rage. * Add-to the 
Virtues their ſharp Wit, which is ſo conſpicuot 
that ſhould I go about to prove it, I ſhoul 
bot trifle away Time, and it would be as R 
diculous as to light a Candle to.take a Yiew « 
the Sun in its full Luſtre. 4 
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1 
convey What are the POEMS of the Ingenious 
t ama Incomparable Mrs. Catharine Phillips, agreeably. 


nemy. id, The Matchleſs ORIND A; The learned 
epherd Morks of Mrs. Behn, Mrs. Manly, Mrs. Catharine 
s, KillMorter, Author of the Tragedy, call'd, Fatal Friend- 
one B; Mrs. Elſtob, Mrs. Baynard, Mrs. Axtel, the 
untefs of Newcaſtle, Mrs. Lee, and the Lady 
Imper Mary VYortley Montague, but fo many 
ntluc tera! Inſtanc:s of the bright Genius of our 
be np % . 
DaughtWBeſides theſe, how many Examples have we 
her, will the Ladies Diary, of Gentlewomen ho 
le to 9 perfect OEdipass at unfolding Riddles, 
nd Colli very Sphinx's for inventing them? Not only 
1 Halbe common Afﬀeiirs, but even in Aſtronomy, 
d, paſligWometry, Mathematicks, cc. But what need 
's NamgWay any more upon this Head ſince the Men 
being m to confeſs we are too hard for them at that 
Was C0 


eapon; for they frequently wiſh we had no 
dre Wit than might teach us to ſeek a Shelter 
en it Rains; that as they ſay, is enough 
a Woman; by which, I ſuppoſe, they mean 
is enough to ſerve their Purpoſes; then they 


lewome 
of 300 
p Basket 
8 


1 nk they ſhould be able to cope with us, 
QUrage, N periuade us to any Thing they would have us 
ere WiWizeve. Nay, fo ſottiſh and ridiculous are ſome 
that then, that they had rather yoke themſelves to 
nery Li teir Fool, than a Woman of Wit and Diſere- 
to then, (which is a wonderful Inſtance of their 
onlpicuoofound Wiſdom) very judiciouſly concluding 
I ſhoulcir Honour more ſafe in the Hands of one, 
975 0 knows not how to ſet a true Value upon 
a View 


than in the keeping of her, who has Judg- 


Read the Poem addreſyd to thut Lady, by the Ingenious 
Fope, #t the End of this Treatiſe, 


$ : ment 
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ment to diſcern, and Wiſdom to eſteem th 
Beauty and Nobleneſs of Virtue, Wit to ſear 
into the ſly Inſiauations, and bafflz- the decei: 
fall Arguments of the Vicious; and pruden, 
to govern her ſelf, preſerve her Chaſtity, an 
avoi all Converſation inconſiſtent with he 
Honour and Reputation. 
On were bat Women employ'd in the Stud 
of Letters, how far would they exceed 
Men! How cruzl is Cuſtom that debars us 
that Knowledge; - and how . unworthy are tho 
Men, who neglect ſuch glorious Opportunities 
Thoſe Fops, I mean, who dance Attendance afty 
the Butterflies of our Sex, who buſy themlſely 
in the Study of Dreſs and Addreſs, inſtead ( 
traciag the Footſteps of Virtues and Learning 
Men who have ſuch mean; ſuch groveling Soul 
thit they diſgrace Humanity by their Kuta 
Airs and ridiculous Buffoonery, and have nothi 
but the Shape, of which they are unworth 
to diſtinguiſh them from Apes and Monkies. 
But now methinks, I ſee one of theſe Animal 
grinning at the Coaceit. of Women ſtudyi 
Letters; believing them incapable to attain t 
tie Reading of any Thing above a Play or 
Romance; but it matters not what they {< 
on this Affair, ſince the Divine and Learn 
Plato is our Advocate, who with humble Sul 
miſſion, I conceive, was almoſt as Wiſe as the 
Worſhips, and he is for having very little Dil 
ference made in the Education of Daughte 
and Sons; neither would he have Women 4 
rivd of publick Adminiſtrations and Charzll 
bac employ'd about thoſe Things that have | 
Labour; and for his Opinion he gives this Ref 
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on, that ſome Women have excell'd al the en 
pf their Country. | | 


em th! 
> ſrarc 


deceil Our Anceſters of this Country, ſeem'd to be of 
rudeneWhe ame Opinion with this great Man, for ſo far 
ty, anMrere they from deſpifing and ſcorning LVomen, that 
th hey ſubmitted to the Government of Females, and 


ebarr'd them not the Priviledege of ſucceeding to 


e Studie Crown; and yet I am apt to believe they were | 
eed ot altogether Fools, how much wiler ſoever the | 
rs us reſent Generation may fancy themſelves, neither 
re tho have their Succeſſors, to this very Day, thought fit 

tunitie o make any Laws to debar them that Right. 

ace. aft The wiſe Legiſlators, who compos'd the funda- 
1emſclyWMnental Laws of this Ie, would certainly have ex- 

ſtead luded Females from the Throne, had they ſuppos'd 
garaingWr imagin'd, the Genius of YV/omen weak, and in- 

ng Sou pable to acquire that Wiſdom, ſo neceſſary for 

Zataſti he regulating State Affairs, or that they wanted 

> nothil orrage and Policy to ſearch into, and oppoſe the 
nwarthM-cret Cabal of the Fact ious, and the open Inſur- 


ections of Rebell;ous Subjects. 


nkies. Boatilda, a Queen during the Heptarchy of this 


Animal 


ſtudyi le, to mention no more, is an undeniable In- 
attain Nnce of the Prowels and Valour of Human, ſhe 
Play or dugnt many bloody Battles at the Head of her 
they nt Subjects, they leſſen d not their Eſteem 
d Lear her tho' a YToman, but without any fear of 
ble Sol "(race under a Female Command, fought bravely. 


iind why I may fay- ſhould any one ſuſpect 
9. Vomen unfit to Govern a Kingdom, ſiace they 
Daushef capable of making as great Depths in Arts and 
omen ieaces, where they have Opportunity and leiſure 
Charger the per ſuing of thoſe Studies as the Men. 
re E Hiſtory affords many Examples of this Na- 
. ure, amongſt whom, Arctia is noted for teaching | 


this Re 


zer Sons Philoſophy. 


bc. 
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Learning. 
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Zenobia is fam'd for her Knowledge in th: 
Greek, Latin, and cAgyptian Tongues, which 
the taught to her Sons, and wrote an Epitom) 
of the Eaſtern Hiſtories. 

Cornelia is renown'd for inſtructing her Son 
the Grace hi in the Latin Eloquence. 

Neither is our own Age deſtitute of Exam 

les of this Nature, for the Author of th: 
dies Diary, in the Preface for the laſt Year, 
tells us, that many of the Fair Sex, haves 
late ſucceſsfully gone thro' a Courſe of M. 
thrematicks and Experimental Philoſophy, tho 
all know that the Cuſtom of our Country deba 
them the Advantage of a College Life, where! 
relax from all other Affairs, and the noble Libr: 
ries they have the Uſe of, together with the Prof 
ect of railing their Fortunes,fby obtaining Poſt 
of Honour, and Truſt, both in Charch and State, 
viſtly aud Encourage and Aſſiſt Men in the Pre 
ſecution of their Studies. | 

Oh ! how happy were they who liv'd in thok 
Times, when Men nfurped not all Learning t 
themſelves, but wiſely conſider'd that nothing 
could more conduce to the making Von 
Virtuovs than Knowledge; for the better ws 
are acquainted with YViſdom, the more a 
the Heavenly Charms of Virtue attract us 
They thought we could not be too well vers' 
in the Nature of thoſe Things, for which 
we ouzht to have a Regard and Reverence 
ſince if it be reaſonable we ſhould have ſuch 
Reſpet for Virtue , it is as reaſonable we ſhou 
kasy why ſuch, 2, Reſpect is due to her. The 
who never beheld her Charms, or taſted d 
that Tranquillity and Pleaſure ſhe affor: s he 


Adorers, regard her no farther than concer 
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heir Character in the World, and therefore 
an eaſily lay her aſide in private with the 
icious, and like thoſe who ſwim with the 
Stream, follow Examples without conſulting 
eaſon, and act upon the Principles of Inte- 
eſt and Popular Applauſe, inſtead of Honour 


in th! 
which 
pitomy 


er Son 


Exam ind Joſtice. 

of thi In the laſt Place, can the Prudence of YY/omer 
| Year: {ufficiently admired in the Management of 
haveo louſchold Affairs, in Governing a Family, and 
of Mi urſing of Children, for their tenderneſs of Heart 
„„ thoſſp"d Compaſlion; of which the Men are ſo 
gebar ell ſatisfied, that it is become a Say ing amongſt 
where! bem as tender hearted as a Y//oman. 


e Libr: What Man has more pity for the afflicted? 


he Pro Who more ready and fitting to condole with 
ng Polier comfort the Sick? What could Men do i 
d State one were to attend them in their Sickneſs, but 


heir own Sex? How awkardly, ſlovenly, and 
oughly would they be treated! In a Word, 
hey are ſo neceſſary, that the World it ſelf 
ould not ſubſiſt without them, and the Whole 
ace of Mankind would be entirely extin&, in 
onde Age's Revolution. 

tter will To conclude, the Men themſelves do acknow- 
ore edge our Superiority (let them fay what they 


the Pre 


in thok 
rning t 
nothing 


act us ill) by giving ys the Wall in the Street, and 
11 versie upper Hand at the Table at Home. It is 
r which Shame for a Man to take the Wall of his Su- 
verence W*rior, or to place himſelf in a more houovrable 
e ſuch Weat, and 'tis no leſs a Sign of ill Breeding in 
ve ſhoudegird to the Womcn. At all Plays and Diver- 
r. TheWons too, their chiefeſt Care is to pleaſe the 
aſted men; for they know if they once gain our 
For: s be pprobation, the Min are fo well ſatisfied of 


conc -A 


. he Ladies nice Judgment, that they queſtion 
ol 


not 
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not the Wit and Faceiouſneſs of that 'Perfor 
mance, which obtains our Applauſe ; and indee 
as Mr. Guaz 2 ſays in his ſecond Book of civil Cor 
verſation ; © if you mark the Orders of Feaſt 
© Plays and merry Meetings of Friends, you wil 
© ſay, that all thoſe Aſſemblies are nothing worth 
if there be no YYVemen at them; for as he ade 
© immediately after, Men in their Preſence pluc 
© up their Spirits, and endeavour by Words, G: 
© ſtures, and all other Ways to make them ſenſib| 
© how deſirous they are of their Favour an 
© Goodwill, ſo you ought to think the Objed 
© being out of their Eyes, they will become care 
© leſs and negligent of their Behavionr, and le 
© ready to commendable Enterprizes 3 In ſhort 
© Women are they which keep Men waking, and i 
© continual Exerciſe. So far he, and give me lea 
to add, that their Witty and Ingenious Queſtion 
their ſharp Repartees and modeſt Replies, foro 
Men to be continually upon their Guard ; ti 
rouze up their Spirits, call all their Senſes abou 
them, and think before they ſpeak, leaſt the 
ſhould let fall any Words which might betry 
their own want of Judgment, and raiſe thi 
Smiles of the Ladies by a raſh and inconſiderati 
Expreſſion, or ſpeak any Thing that might pu 

their Modeſty to the Bluſh ; for as Mr. Gua 
ſays in another Place of the ſame Book, © they 
© ought to take heedohow they ſay or do any Thin 
© to the Reproach or Shame of Women ;, for then 
© is nothing does more diſhonour or diſgrace. ! 
c Man than that, whereby. he not only looks 
c his Reputation, but alſo being out of the Women 
£. Favour, is depriv'd of that Happineſs which be 
might receive in rheir Converſation. Wherefore 
adds he, it is beſt for a Man always to emple 
* * 3 


— 


per fol his Tongue to their Praiſe, never diſcommend- 
1 indeef ing them openly, or in ſecret, either in ſpite, 
vil Con or Rage, or upon any Occaſion whatſoever. 

"- Feaſt: The fame Author has likewiſe theſe Words 
Favour of the Ladies; © Now touching the 


. Converſation with Women, it becomes all Men 
"he ade fo know this, That they ought to pay them all 
ce plud the Honour and Reverence poſhible, and that 
rds, G Romulus made a Law whereby he ordered, That 
1 ſenſib| rf Aſſemblies Men ſhould always ſet Women above 
nd FER. 
: Objet O how happy were the Y/omen who lived 
me carey" tholg glorious Days ! In thoſe Times when 
and lee invincible Rom ant, held the greateſt Part 
In ſhorf the World in Subject ion. In that Golden Age 
z, and i hen Merit took Place, when Courage an 
me leu Nirtue ſhin'd in the Robes of Honour; then it 
ueſtion as that Men pav'd us our due Reſpect, and 
ar forq et a Value upon us equal to our Deſerts. 
ard ; . 


And now after all, I think we have juſt Rea- 


ſon to be proud of our own Worth, and to 
alue our ſelves as the Maſter- piece of the Creation; 


fes about 
eaſt the 


ht betrißhod Men themſelves, if they have any Sence of 
raiſe UGratitude, ought to praiſe and eſteem us as a 
rd Blefling, ſince the Wiſeſt of their Sex has faid, 


that a Virtuous VYoman (and in the Praiſe of ſuch 
only have 1 been ſpeaking). i, a Crown to hey 
Husband; and that he who findeth a Wife, find- 


* 4 good Thing, and obtaineth Favour of the 
ord, 


. Ou 
k, © the) 
any T hing 
for then 
diſgrace. ! 
ily looks 
Womens 
which |: 
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To the Lady 


Mary . ortley Montague, 


N Feauty or Wit, 
No Mortal as yet, | 
- To Queſtion your Empire has dar'd; 2 
But Men of diſcerning, | 
Have thought that in Learning, 
| To yield 0 A Lady i is hard. 


Impertinent Schools, . 

With muſty dull Rules, 

Habe reading to Females deny'd, 
So Papiſts retuſe, 

The Bible to uſe, 


Leſt Flocks ſhould be wiſe as their Guide. 


Tw. 
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[was Woman at firſt, 

Indeed ſhe was curſt,) 

In Knowledge that taſted Delight, 
nd Sages agree, 

ACUEC Fic Laws ſhould decree, 

To the firſt Poſſeſſors the Right. 


hen bravely fair Dame, 

knew the old Claim, 

Which to your whole Sex does belong, 
nd let Men receive, 

rom a ſecond bright Eve, 

The Knowledge of Right and of Wrong. 


ww 


t if the firſt Eve, 


ird Doom did receive, 

When only one Apple had She, 
hat a Puniſhmeut New, 

all be found out for You, 


Who taſting have rob'd the whole Tree: 


e 


de. | 


